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1) Simple first task! Match the words overleaf with each picture 



 

 

poison         to marry          soldier          peace           emperor         snake           map        

 to fish           pyramid           lion          to follow          to fight         ship        treaty       

to win           queen        pirate        to swim          triumvirate           sea         prison   



 

2) Now find some of these words in the word square below. They can be forward, 

vertical  and even backwards! 

S H I P W O L L O F E C A E P 

M A P R R N E E U Q T T R E S 

A N Y           I O S R Y S N A R E R N 

R O R S R W T R E L R E I V A 

R I A O E I H K E A   I A D A K 

Y L M N P M F N I W P T L N E 

T R I U M V I R A T E Y O T I 

T H D E E E F U O P O I S O N 

 

 

More vocabulary!  Do you know the Italian translation?  If you don't know them, ask 

your teacher........... 

to attack            to conquer            general             sister              triumvirate           wife      to arrest       

to conquer          to  marry           battle           blood            message            peace              sword         

war           offer              beautiful               dead            together              fortune teller            queen       

servant           slave         to lose         to love             to leave            to betray            land          to kill 

                             ?    ?    ?    ?     ?    ?     ?     ?    ?     ?    ?    ?    ?     ?       ? 

 

 

 

 



 

3) Simple summary of Antony and Cleopatra  in Italian and English. Read the Italian 

and connect  it to the corresponding English sentence. The first one is done for you! 

 

ITALIANO - NELL'ORDINE GIUSTO INGLESE - IN ORDINE SCOMPOSTO 

1. Cesare, Antonio e Lepido sono tre leader - un 

triumvirato - che governano l'Impero Romano. 

In Rome, Caesar persuades Antony to marry his 

sister Octavia and they make peace.  

2. Antonio ha una moglie romana chiamata 

Fulvia, ma vive in Egitto con la sua amata regina 

Cleopatra.  

Caesar is angry and attacks Egypt.  

2. Cesare è arrabbiato con Antonio e lo chiama 

a Roma, quando Fulvia muore.  

Caesar, Antony, and Lepidus are three leaders - a 

triumvirate - that rules the Roman empire.  

4. A Roma, Cesare convince Antonio a sposare 

sua sorella Ottavia, e fanno pace.  

Caesar is angry with Antony and calls him back to 

Rome when Fulvia dies.  

5. Ma Antonio lascia presto Ottavia e torna a 

vivere con Cleopatra in Egitto.  

His army is stronger, and soon he defeats 

Antony.  

6. Cesare è arrabbiato e attacca l'Egitto.  Antony has a Roman wife called Fulvia, but he 

lives in Egypt with his lover Queen Cleopatra 

7. Il suo esercito è più forte, e presto sconfigge 

Antonio.  

Eros cannot do this and kills himself instead.  

8. Antonio chiede a Eros (un amico) di 

ucciderlo.  

Cleopatra is sad that Antony is dead; she 

doesn't want to be Caesar's prisoner so she 

kills herself with a poisonous snake.  

9. Eros non ha il coraggio per fare questo e  

uccide se stesso, invece. 

But Antony soon leaves Octavia and returns to 

live with Cleopatra in Egypt.  

10. Antonio poi si suicida con la sua spada Antony then kills himself with his sword.  

11. Cleopatra è triste perchè Antonio è morto, 

e lei non vuole essere prigioniera di Cesare così 

si uccide con un serpente velenoso. 

Antony asks Eros (a friend) to kill him.  

 

 

Now answer these questions.... 



 

1. Who rules the Roman Empire?  a)Caesar  b) the Triumvirate  c)Lepidus 

2. Where does Antony's wife live?  a) Egypt b) Rome  c)Pompei 

3. Does Antony marry Fulvia?  a) Yes  b) No 

4. Why does Caesar attack Egypt?.  a) To destroy  the  pyramids                                            

          b) He loves Cleopatra c) Because Antony returns to 

       Egypt 

5. Who kills Eros?    a) Cleopatra b) a snake  c) himself 

6. How does Antony die?   a) In the sea b) Poison  c) With his sword 

7. Why does Cleopatra kill herself?  a) Because Antony doesn't love her   b) To avoid prison 

      in Rome    c) She doesn't like snakes 

 

 

4) Some dialogues: try saying these  lines in pairs. Maybe you can invent some dialogue 

of your own... 

Antony:  I am Mark Antony, General of the Roman Empire. I am a famous soldier. But my heart 

  is here in Egypt, with Cleopatra                                                                                                                         

Cleopatra:  I am Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. I am in love with Mark Antony.                                          

  They meet                                                                                                                                                       

Cleopatra:  Antony please do not go to Rome. Live here in Egypt with me                                                    

Mark Antony:   I do not want to go to Rome. My life is here with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5) HIEROGLYPHICS 

The Egyptian used special signs for writing. Here is the Hieroglyphic  alphabet: 

 

 

Can you work out this message: 

Y  O U    A  R  E   

J  E  R  Y     G  O O D    

Try writing a message of your own! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6) A  longer summary of the play  

Antony is one of the Triumvirs (leaders) of Rome together with Octavius Caesar and Lepidus. He is 

in love with Cleopatra, the Queen of Egypt. He devotes himself to a life of revelry and love in Egypt 

and ignores the urgent messages for him to return to Rome. He is finally forced to go when he 

receives news that his wife, Fulvia, has died and that a powerful pirate, Sextus Pompeius, wants to 

fight Caesar on the seas. In his absence Cleopatra sends Antony greetings every day. Octavius Caesar 

convinces Antony  to marry his sister, Octavia, in order to cement the bond between the two men. A 

fortune-teller warns Antony that he is sure to lose if he ever tries to fight Caesar. In Egypt, Cleopatra 

learns of Antony's marriage and is furious. Before returning to Egypt Antony accompanies Lepidus 

and Caesar to meet Pompeius who invites them on his ship to sign a peace treaty followed by a night 

of feasting.  

Later, Octavius and Lepidus break their truce with Pompeius. Caesar attacks and kills Pompeius 

and then arrests Lepidus. Antony returns to Egypt and crowns Cleopatra and himself as rulers of 

Egypt and the eastern third of the Roman Empire. Antony prepares for a sea battle against 

Caesar. Cleopatra promises to help Antony by giving him her fleet of warships. However, in the 

middle of the battle, Cleopatra commands her sixty ships to sail away, and Antony follows her, 

leaving his navy in defeat.  

He is ashamed of what he has done for the love of Cleopatra, but a kiss from her repays him. 

He forgives her and pledges to fight another battle for her, this time on land. On the eve of 

the battle Enobarbus, Antony's long-serving lieutenant, deserts him and goes over to Caesar’s side. 

Antony orders Enobarbus’ possessions to be sent to him. Enobarbus is so overwhelmed by Antony's 

generosity, and so ashamed of his own disloyalty, that he kills himself. Although the battle goes well 

for Antony at first, the desertion of the Egyptians costs him the victory on the second day of fighting. 

He accuses Cleopatra of betraying him, and his anger so frightens her that she hides in her monument 

and instructs her servant to inform Antony that she has killed herself, with his name on her 

lips. She locks herself in her monument, and awaits Antony's return. Her plan fails: rather than 

rushing back in remorse to see the "dead" Cleopatra, Antony decides that his own life is no longer 

worth living. He asks his friend Eros to kill him, but Eros cannot do it and kills himself instead. Antony 

admires Eros's courage and attempts to do the same, but only succeeds in wounding himself. In great 

pain, he learns that Cleopatra is still alive.  

He is lifted up to her in her monument and dies in her arms. Caesar goes to Cleopatra, trying to 

convince her to surrender. She angrily refuses, since she can imagine nothing worse than being led 

in triumph through the streets of Rome. Cleopatra decides to kill herself, using a poisonous asp (a 

species of snake).  

She  dies calmly, imagining she will meet Antony again in the afterlife. Her serving maids, Iras 

and Charmian, also kill themselves. Caesar discovers the dead bodies and experiences conflicting 

emotions. Antony's and Cleopatra's deaths leave him free to become the first Roman Emperor, but 

he also feels some kind of sympathy for them. He commands that the two lovers be buried 

together.  

 



 

Comprehension questions 

1. Who governs Rome? 

 

2. Where does Antony's wife live? 

 

3. Who suggest a marriage between Antony and Octavia? Octavius Caesar 

 

4. Where do the Triumvirate meet Pompeius?  On Pompeius' ship 

 

5. What is the reason for the celebration on Pompeius' ship? 

 

6. Who does Caesar kill? 

 

7. Does Antony win the sea  battle? 

 

8. When does Enobarbus desert Antony? 

 

9. Why is Antony defeated in the second battle?  

 

10. What message does Cleopatra's servant take to Antony? 

 

11. Where does Antony die? 

 

12. Who finds the dead Antony and Cleopatra? 



 

7) Look at these pictures that show moments from the story. 

 



 

Picture descriptions:  now match the descriptions to the pictures.  1. Pompeius, a pirate, 

invites Caesar, Lepidus and Antony on board his ship where they sign a peace treaty and then 

celebrate with lots of drinking and dancing. 

2.  Instead of concentrating on his duties as a Roman triumvir Antony spends much of his time in 

Egypt with Cleopatra. They are in love and live a life of fun and revelry.  

3. Antony thinks that Cleopatra is dead and asks his friend Eros to kill him, but Eros cannot do it and 

kills himself instead.  

4. Antony prepares for a land battle against Caesar. Cleopatra persuades him to fight a sea battle 

instead. Antony’s generals are surprised at the power she has over him.  

5. With Antony dead and Caesar planning to take her to Rome as his prisoner Cleopatra decides to 

kill herself with the bite of a poisonous snake.  

6. Caesar is shocked when he discovers the dead bodies of Antony and Cleopatra and commands 

they be buried together.  

7. In Egypt Cleopatra learns of Antony's marriage to Octavia and is so furious that she whips the 

messenger.  

8. Caesar convinces Antony to marry his sister, Octavia in order to cement the friendship between 

the two men.  

 

What is the correct order of the pictures? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8) William Shakespeare...what do we know about the man who made Antony and 

Cleopatra famous?                        

Here is some information: 

          

 

         

You have the answers. Now complete the questions below! The first two examples 

are completed for you... 

When born?    =  When was he born? 

City born in?  =  What city was he born in? 

Family poor?  = Was....... 

Father name?     What... 

Father job?     What ... 

Brothers and sisters?   Did... 

Subjects study?   What... 

Who marry?    Who... 

Where live?    Where... 

What job?    What..                                                                                                                                      

Successful?    Was...              



 

 

9) Shakespeare's life - gap fill exercise.                                                                 

As you read the text, choose from this list of words to fill the gaps... 

 

   1564      1599      1616      actor      Anne Hathaway      Bard      Bubonic Plague      Elizabeth      

Elizabethan      England      Globe      history      Italy      John      London      Lord Chamberlain      lost 

years      men      Renaissance      retires      Stratford-upon-Avon      sunlight      ten      The King's      

tragedy      women     

 

William Shakespeare, who is often referred to as the .................  which merely means poet, was 

born in the year ............... in ................................. ,which is a town in ..................................  . 

William Shakespeare's dad  ....................  Shakespeare was a merchant. Because of his father's 

social position, William was able to attend Stratford Grammar School until the age of fourteen for 

free. Here he studied Latin and Greek. Historians lose track of what happened to William 

Shakespeare after school until he marries  ......................................  . There is another time for 

which historians cannot account; these years are known as the " .................................". 

 

William Shakespeare eventually leaves his family behind and arrives in ................... where he joins 

the ................... 's Men, a successful theatre company. This company changes its name to 

......................  Men in 1603. Shakespeare stays a member of this company until he .................  in 

1610. While in the company, Shakespeare made his living three ways: he was part owner of the                   

........................................   theatre, he was an ..................., and he was a playwright. 

 

Shakespeare was alive during the late .................................. , which in England is referred to as the  

........................................... Era. This Era is named after Queen........................  I, who was Britain's 

first female monarch. She was the daughter of Henry VIII, who had her mother's head chopped off 

for not producing a male child. Shakespeare and his fellow theatre colleagues were fortunate that 

the Queen enjoyed theatre because the theatres were constantly closed because of the 

....................................  and the queen was good about having the theatres reopened. Otherwise, 

some would have liked to see these theatres, such as the Globe, which held about 2,500 to 3,000 

spectators, closed for good.  

 

When we study William Shakespeare's plays, we usually categorize them into three genres: 

comedy, tragedy, and .......................  . Romeo and Juliet, which was written in Shakespeare's early 

years, is considered a .........................  . Romeo and Juliet, however, is not an original story; 

Shakespeare retells a story that can be dated back to as early as fourth century Greece. 

Shakespeare uses a narrative poem called "Tragicall Historye of Romeus and Juliet," which is 

written by Arthur Brook, to get most of his information for his play. Shakespeare sets his Romeo 

and Juliet in Verona,  ..............................   . 

 



 

In ................... the Burbage brothers built the Globe Theatre, of which William Shakespeare owned  

............  percent. This theatre, like most theatres, had a flag on the top of it, which indicated to 

people that there would be a play that day. Plays were performed during the afternoon because 

they needed to take advantage of the .........................   . Like all other theatres in Elizabethan 

England, it had only ........................  perform on stage because ............................ were not allowed 

to act. In 1613 the theatre burned down during a performance of Henry VIII. A canon was 

accidentally shot into the thatched roof and the whole theatre was set ablaze. The theatre was 

rebuilt in 1614 without Shakespeare, for he had retired. Shakespeare dies in .......................  at age 

52.  

 

 

And now... 

some of Shakespeare's poetry in English: the famous passage from Act II Scene ii of Antony and 

Cleopatra, describing Cleopatra when Antony sees her for the first time... 

The meaning of the underlined words is made clearer by  explanatory terms on the right of the 

page. Can you identify where Shakespeare uses metaphor? 

Try saying it out loud!  

 

The barge she sat in, like a burnish’d throne,     polished           

Burn’d on the water. The poop was beaten gold,     rear part of the barge        

Purple the sails and so perfumed that 

The winds were love-sick with them. The oars were silver, 

Which to the tune of flutes kept stroke and made 

The water which they beat to follow faster, 

As amorous of their strokes. For her own person,      as if amorous          

It beggar’d all description. She did lie     exhausted the resources of 

In her pavilion--cloth of gold, of tissue--      shelter/tent         

O'er-picturing that Venus where we see     surpassing    

The fancy outwork nature.        artist's imagination           surpass           

. . . 

. . . 

Age cannot wither her nor custom stale     being accustomed       

Her infinite variety. Other women cloy 

The appetites they feed, but she makes hungry 

Where most she satisfies, for vilest things 

Become themselves in her, that the holy priests           are becoming   so that         

Bless her when she is riggish.      imprudently carefree 

 

 

 



 

10) In Depth Study: Cleopatra 

Name: Cleopatra     Genre: History     Birth: 69 B.C. Egypt    Major Achievement: Queen of Egypt 
 

“Fool! Don't you see now that I could have poisoned you a hundred times had I been able to live 

without you.” - Cleopatra 

 

Biography  

Cleopatra (actually Cleopatra VII) was the last of the Ptolemies, the Macedonian-descended 

pharaohs who ruled Egypt beginning in 304 B.C. Cleopatra has come down through history less 

for her administrative skills than for her beguiling ways, which she used in an attempt to keep 

Egypt free from Roman domination. Among those whom she charmed was Julius Caesar, with 

whom she had a son, Caesarion. After Caesar's death, Cleopatra joined forces with Caesar's 

colleague Marc Antony; they became lovers and political allies against Antony's rival Octavian. 

Octavian's forces finally defeated those of Antony and Cleopatra in the naval battle of Actium in 

31 B.C. The two lovers fled to Alexandria and, faced with defeat by Octavian, committed suicide. 

Legend has it that Cleopatra died by the self-inflicted bite of a poisonous snake called an asp, 

though no firm evidence exists to support that claim. 

 

Vocabulary 

Do you know these words? 

aid capable challenge civil conference 

contact contemporary create debate display 

domestic dramatize economy emerge ensure 

ethnic expand feature forthcoming goal 

identify image impose inaccuracy intervention 

irrelevant label maintain majority military 

policy pursue remove residence scheme 

sole source stability status style 

succession traditional version 
  

On the next page, match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.  



 

1 capable a relating to or belonging to the armed forces 

2 challenge b 
to officially force a rule, tax, punishment, etc. to be obeyed or 

received 

3 contemporary c relating to a person's own country 

4 create d able to do things effectively and skilfully, and to achieve results 

5 domestic e 
to describe qualities of a person, activity or thing, often in a way 

that is unfair 

6 emerge f belonging to the same or a stated period in the past 

7 ethnic g 
not related to what is being discussed or considered and 

therefore of no importance 

8 expand h when something is not likely to move or change 

9 feature i of a national or racial group of people 

10 identify j 
to follow someone or something, usually to try to catch or kill 

them 

11 impose k 
to believe that someone is closely connected or involved with 

someone or something 

12 intervene l 
following the customs that have continued in a group of people 

or society for a long time 

13 irrelevant m 
when someone takes an official position or job after someone 

else 

14 label n a typical quality or an important part of something 

15 maintain o a questioning of whether something is true or legal 

16 majority p 
the amount of respect, admiration or importance given to a 

person, organization or object 

17 military q 
to become involved in a difficult situation in order to improve it 

or prevent it from getting worse 

18 pursue r the larger number or part of something 

19 scheme s 
a plan for obtaining an advantage for yourself, especially by 

deceiving others 

20 sole t 
to continue to have; to keep in existence, or not allow to 

become less 

21 source u 
to appear by coming out of something or out from behind 

something 

22 stability v only 

23 status w to make something new, especially to invent something 

24 succession x someone or something that supplies information 

25 traditional y 
to increase in size, number or importance, or to make 

something increase in this way 
 



 

Reading: Read the passage answer the questions below 

Who was Cleopatra? 

The struggle with her teenage brother over the throne of Egypt was not going as well as 

Cleopatra VII had hoped. In 49 B.C., Pharaoh Ptolemy XIII - also her husband and, by the terms 

of their father's will, her co-ruler, had driven mercenary his sister from the palace at Alexandria 

after Cleopatra attempted to make herself the sole sovereign. The queen, then in her early 

twenties, fled to Syria and returned with a army, setting up camp just outside the capital.  

Meanwhile, pursuing a military rival who had fled to Egypt, the Roman general Julius Caesar 

arrived at Alexandria in the summer of 48 B.C., and found himself drawn into the Egyptian 

family feud. For decades Egypt had been a subservient ally to Rome, and preserving the stability 

of the Nile Valley, with its great agricultural wealth, was in Rome's economic interest. Caesar 

took up residence at Alexandria's royal palace and summoned the warring siblings for a peace 

conference, which he planned to arbitrate. But Ptolemy XIII's forces barred the return of the 

king's sister to Alexandria. Aware that Caesar's diplomatic intervention could help her regain the 

throne, Cleopatra hatched a scheme to sneak herself into the palace for an audience with 

Caesar. She persuaded her servant Apollodoros to wrap her in a carpet (or, according to some 

sources, a sack used for storing bedclothes), which he then presented to the 52-year old 

Roman. 

Like most monarchs of her time, Cleopatra saw herself as divine; from birth she and other 

members of her family were declared to be gods and goddesses. Highly image-conscious, 

Cleopatra maintained her mystique through shows of splendor, identifying herself with the 

deities Isis and Aphrodite, and in effect creating much of the mythology that surrounds her to 

this day.  

When Cleopatra emerged from the carpet - probably somewhat disheveled, but dressed in her 

best finery - and begged Caesar for aid, the gesture won over Rome's future dictator-for-life. 

With his help Cleopatra regained Egypt's throne. Ptolemy XIII rebelled against the armistice that 

Caesar had imposed, but in the ensuing civil war he drowned in the Nile, leaving Cleopatra 

safely in power. 

Though Cleopatra bore him a son, Caesar was already married, and Egyptian custom decreed 

that Cleopatra marry her remaining brother, Ptolemy XIV. Caesar was assassinated in 44 B.C., 

and with her ally gone Cleopatra had Ptolemy XIV killed to prevent any challenges to her son's 

succession. To solidify her grip on the throne, she dispatched her rebellious sister Arsinoe as 

well. Such ruthlessness was not only a common feature of Egyptian dynastic politics in 

Cleopatra's day, it was necessary to ensure her own survival and that of her son. With all 

domestic threats removed, Cleopatra set about the business of ruling Egypt, the richest nation 

in the Mediterranean world, and the last to remain independent of Rome. 

What kind of pharaoh was Cleopatra? The few remaining contemporary Egyptian sources 

suggest that she was very popular among her own people. Egypt's Alexandria-based rulers, 

including Cleopatra, were ethnically Greek, descended from Alexander the Great's general 

Ptolemy I Soter. They would have spoken Greek and observed Greek customs, separating 

themselves from the ethnically Egyptian majority. But unlike her forebears, Cleopatra actually 



 

bothered to learn the Egyptian language. For Egyptian audiences, she commissioned portraits of 

herself in the traditional Egyptian style. In one papyrus dated to 35 B.C. Cleopatra is called 

Philopatris, "she who loves her country." By identifying herself as a truly Egyptian pharaoh, 

Cleopatra used patriotism to cement her position. 

Cleopatra's foreign policy goal, in addition to preserving her personal power, was to maintain 

Egypt's independence from the rapidly expanding Roman Empire. By trading with Eastern 

nations - Arabia and possibly as far away as India - she built up Egypt's economy, bolstering her 

country's status as a world power. By allying herself with Roman general Mark Antony, 

Cleopatra hoped to keep Octavian, Julius Caesar's heir and Antony's rival, from making Egypt a 

vassal to Rome. Ancient sources make it clear that Cleopatra and Antony did love each other 

and that Cleopatra bore Antony three children; still, the relationship was also very useful to an 

Egyptian queen who wished to expand and protect her empire. 
 

Choose the right answer to the questions from below. 

1 What relation was Ptolemy XIII to Cleopatra? 

brother brother and husband husband father 

2 Who tried to prevent Cleopatra from returning to Alexandria? 

Apollodoros Julius Caesar Ptolemy XIII Ptolemy XIV 

3 Why did Julius Caesar go to Alexandria? 

to hold a peace 

conference 
to meet Cleopatra to meet Ptolemy XIII to pursue a rival 

4 Who did Cleopatra identify herself with? 

a truly Egyptian pharoh Isis and Aphrodite Julius Caesar Ptolemy XIII 

5 Who did Cleopatra marry after Ptolemy XIII drowned in the Nile? 

Alexander the Great's 

general 
her remaining brother Julius Caesar Mark Antony 

6 What does "dispatch" mean in the phrase "she dispatched her rebellious sister Arsinoe"? 

arrange a marriage for ask to share power with           kill send away 

7 Why was Cleopatra very popular among her own people? 



 

She spoke Egyptian and 

observed Egyptian 

customs. 

She spoke Egyptian but 

observed Greek 

customs. 

She spoke Greek and 

observed Greek 

customs. 

She spoke Greek but 

observed Egyptian 

customs. 

8 What was Cleopatra's foreign policy goal? 

to ally with Mark 

Antony 

to maintain Egypt's 

independence 

to preserve personal 

power 

to trade with Eastern 

nations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers task 1: 

1) lion   2) prison   3) queen   4) triumvirate   5) ship   6) pirate   7) poison   8) map   9) sea     10) soldier    11) peace treaty     12) emperor      13) 

snake      14) pyramid      15) to follow           16) to fight       17) to swim      18) to fish     19) to win   20) to marry  

 

Picture story: 

Phrase 1= picture H,   Phrase 2 = picture E,   3 = A,   4 = C,   5 = F,  6 =D,   7 = B,  8 = G.  


